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TEXT 5

The court of an Anglo-Saxon king (from the 10th-century Junius manuscript in the Bodleian 
Library, Oxford), from Patrick Wormald 1995: “Anglo-Saxons: The Making of England” History 
Today 45.2 http://www.historytoday.com/patrick-wormald/anglo-saxons-making-england
[retrieved March 10, 2017]
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1 991. Hēr wæs Gypeswīc gehergod; ond æfter þam

2 swīðe raðe wæs Brihtnōð ealdorman ofslægen

3 æt Mældūne.
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3 Ond on þam gēare man gerǣdde

4 þæt man geald ǣrest gafol Deniscan mannum

5 for þām micclan brōgan þe hī worhtan be þām sǣriman;
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6 þæt wæs ǣrest tȳn þūsend punda.

7 Ðæne rǣd gerǣdde Siric arcebiscop.
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8 992. Hēr Ōswald, se ēadiga arcebiscop, forlēt þis līf

9 ond gefērde þǣt heofonlīce; ond Æðelwine ealdorman

10 gefōr on þām ilcan gēare. 
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10 Ða gerǣdde se cyng

11 ond ealle his witan þæt man gegaderode þā scipu

12 þe āhtes wæron tō Lundenbyrig. 
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12 Ond se cyng

13 þā betǣhte þā fyrde tō lǣdenne Ælfrīce ealdorman

14 ond Ðorode eorl ond Ælfstāne biscop ond Æscwīge biscop;
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15 ond sceoldan cunnian gif hī meahton þone here āhwǣr

16 ūtene betræppan.
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16 Dā sende se ealdorman Ælfrīc

17 ond hēt warnian þone here; 
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17 ond þā on þǣre nihte,

18 ðe hī on ðone dæg tōgædere cuman sceoldon,

19 ða sceōc hē on niht fram þǣre fyrde

20 him sylfum tō mycclum bismore; 



12

TEXT 5

20 ond se here þā ætbærst, 

21 būton ān scip þǣr man ofslōh. Ond þā gemete se here

22 ða scipu of Ēastenglum ond of Lundene; 
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22 ond hī ðǣr

23 ofslōgon miċel wæl, ond þǣt scip genāmon

24 eall gewǣpnod ond gewǣdod þe se ealdorman on wæs.
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1 991. Hēr wæs Gypeswīc gehergod; ond æfter þam
2 swīðe raðe wæs Brihtnōð ealdorman ofslægen
3 æt Mældūne. Ond on þam gēare man gerǣdde
4 þæt man geald ǣrest gafol Deniscan mannum
5 for þām micclan brōgan þe hī worhtan be þām sǣriman;
6 þæt wæs ǣrest tȳn þūsend punda.
7 Ðæne rǣd gerǣdde Siric arcebiscop.
8 992. Hēr Ōswald, se ēadiga arcebiscop, forlēt þis līf
9 ond gefērde þǣt heofonlīce; ond Æðelwine ealdorman
10 gefōr on þām ilcan gēare. Ða gerǣdde se cyng
11 ond ealle his witan þæt man gegaderode þā scipu
12 þe āhtes wæron tō Lundenbyrig. Ond se cyng
13 þā betǣhte þā fyrde tō lǣdenne Ælfrīce ealdorman
14 ond Ðorode eorl ond Ælfstāne biscop ond Æscwīge biscop;
15 ond sceoldan cunnian gif hī meahton þone here āhwǣr
16 ūtene betræppan. Dā sende se ealdorman Ælfrīc
17 ond hēt warnian þone here; ond þā on þǣre nihte,
18 ðe hī on ðone dæg tōgædere cuman sceoldon,
19 ða sceōc hē on niht fram þǣre fyrde
20 him sylfum tō mycclum bismore; ond se here þā ætbærst,
21 būton ān scip þǣr man ofslōh. Ond þā gemete se here
22 ða scipu of Ēastenglum ond of Lundene; ond hī ðǣr
23 ofslōgon miċel wæl, ond þǣt scip genāmon
24 eall gewǣpnod ond gewǣdod þe se ealdorman on wæs.
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©Bodleian Library. (MS. Laud Misc. 636 fol. 1r).


